OCA Dates to Remember

November 15, Friday

Candle lighting - 4:33 P.M.

November 21, Thursday

2:20 P.M. - All School Dis-
missal

All School Professional De-
velopment

No Stay & Play

November 22, Friday

Candle lighting - 4:29 P.M.

November 24, Sunday

Yachad Event - 1:15 - 2:30

P.M.

Chumash Program - 2:30 -

3:30 P.M.

November 25, Monday
OCA500K
Campaign

November 26, Tuesday
Rosh Chodesh/

Campaign Assembly -
9:15-10:15 A.M.

November 28 - 29,
Thursday and Friday

NO SCHOOL -
Thanksgiving Break

Candle Lighting - 4:26
P.M.
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EFrom the Deslc of Miss. Rapopott; Interim Head of School

Children play a central role in our Jew-
ish tradition, representing our faith in the
future of the Jewish people, a link from
one generation to the next. We regard
educating our children in Torah and
knowledge to be our holy obligation.

In this week’s parsha, Vayeira, Hashem
promised Avraham that his descendants
will be as numerous as the stars in the
heavens, but although Avraham was
wealthy in livestock, silver, and gold, he
and Sarah had no children. Avraham wor-
ried about their childlessness, their lega-
cy. Unbelievably, after they had yearned
so long for a child and both had grown
old, Sarah conceived a son, Yitzchak. They
were joyous, their prayers having been
answered, Hashem’s promise fulfilled!

Every child is a blessing, as Yitzchak
was to Avraham and Sarah. In our chil-
dren’s faces, we see the legacy of genera-
tions past and the promise of future po-
tential. As parents and as educators, we
provide the lessons and the stepping
stones to help our children lay down their
own path to adulthood. Neither of us can
achieve the goal of creating the Jewish
future on our own. We, as a school, de-
pend on the support and partnership of
our parent body, just as you, our parents,
depend on us.

Our students, your children, are taking
steps every day towards their future, a
future guided by our shared Torah values
and traditions and inspired by our pas-
sionate and dedicated teachers. Every
opportunity that stimulates our students’

minds, engages their bodies, and nur-
tures their souls in turn expands their
knowledge, strengthens their skills, and
deepens their connection to Hashem.

OCA stands apart from other Jewish
day schools in that we provide our boys
and girls with an integrated and progres-
sive approach to learning Torah and Gen-
eral Studies in which critical thinking, col-
laborative effort, and community building
are emphasized. Fulfilling our mission to
secure our Jewish future requires a sig-
nificant investment of time and re-
sources. Tuition alone does not cover the
cost of an OCA education.

We are now in the midst of the OCA
500K Annual Campaign to raise money
for our scholarship fund and operations.
We need everyone’s support! We encour-
age you to donate to the campaign, solicit
donations from others, participate in the
500K Building Challenge, and share your
enthusiasm about the school with pro-
spective families. Your involvement in the
OCA 500K Annual Campaign will help to
sustain and the build OCA now and into
the future.

On behalf of the administration, facul-
ty, and staff of OCA, | thank you for your
partnership in support of your children’s
education and for your commitment to
OCA.

Shabbat shalom!

Ohr Chadash Academy~7310 Park Heights Ave Baltimore, MD 21208 ~ 410.999.2200 ~ ohrchadashbaltimore.org



Mrs. Randi Orshan

General Studies Principa

In this week’s article in the se-
ries on 21 century learning, | will
discuss collaborative teaching
and cooperative learning.

Teacher collaborations present
powerful opportunities for educa-
tors to learn from each other
which can increase the strategies
available in their pedagogical
toolboxes. There are many ways
collaborative learning (or teach-
ing) can happen. OCA is unique in
that the administration actively
mentors teachers to stimulate
ongoing, collaborative growth.
Another way we do this at OCA is
by scheduling after-school profes-
sional development programs
throughout the year. For exam-
ple, at next week’s upcoming pro-
fessional development program,
teachers will work in small groups
to learn from and with each other
on various aspects of differentiat-
ed instruction. Other models we
use at OCA include the following:

e Lead, Observe, Assist — One
teacher presents new content
while the assistant (or
mentee) observes students
and assists any who may be
off-task or struggling with
concepts.

e Teach and Reteach — The lead
teacher presents new materi-
al and activities while assis-
tant or mentee reviews previ-
ous information and skills for
retention purposes.

e Simultaneous Teaching — The
class is divided into two
smaller groups and both

teachers present the same mate-
rial at the same time.

Instructional Stations — Students
rotate between several centers to
receive instruction or work on ac-
tivities monitored by teachers or
members of the support team.

Supplemental Teaching — While
one teacher instructs the majority
of learners, the other takes a
small group aside to work on
different instructional goals relat-
ed to readiness or literacy skills.

Cooperative learning (CL) is an
instructional strategy in which
small groups of students work to-
gether on a common task. This is
typically done to achieve project-
based goals or even solve a multi-
step math problem. CL is a power-
ful strategy to achieve curricular
and standards based objectives.
What’s more, when students are
focused on the goals of a project,
they are more inclined to negoti-
ate with their peers, a process
which clarifies their understand-
ings and solidifies their learning.
According to David Johnson and
Roger Johnson (1999), there are
five basic elements that allow for
successful small-group learning:

Positive interdependence: Stu-
dents feel responsible for their
own and the group's effort.

Face-to-face interaction: Stu-
dents encourage and support one
another; the environment encour-
ages discussion and eye contact.

e Individual and group
accountability: Each student
is responsible for doing their
part; the group is accountable
for meeting its goal.

e Group behaviors: Group
members gain direct instruc-
tion in the interpersonal, so-
cial, and collaborative skills
needed to work with others
occurs.

e Group processing: Group
members analyze their own
and the group's ability to
work together.

When students are focused on the
goals of a project, they are more
inclined to negotiate with their
peers, a process which clarifies their
understandings and solidifies their

The authors of Classroom In-
struction that Works cite re-
search showing that organizing
students in cooperative learning
groups can lead to significant
gains in student achievement.
Therefore, as part of OCA’s Social
-Emotional Education and Sup-
port Program, we teach elemen-
tary school students the social
learning skills necessary for coop-
erative learning in the classroom
in partnership with their teach-
ers. Our goal is for OCA students
to engage fully, learn deeply, and
interact with one another pro-
ductively through cooperative
learning.

Have a Wonderful Shabbat!
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With Ms. Jen

Dear Ohr Chadash Families,

Every weekday morning we have our
routine. The kids get ready, they hop in
the car, and we get them to school. At
drop off we say, "Have a great day!"
We send our children off to school with
a smile, hoping that they will have

an enriching experience.

Once the afternoon rolls around, we
arrive to pick up our children. We greet
them with cheery faces. We have
missed them, and we are eager to hear
about their day. We want to know
what they did, who they interacted
with, what their teachers taught them,
and what projects they worked on. So
naturally we ask the innocent and en-
dearing question, "How was your day,
sweetie?" We hope to hear it all, yet
after asking this ordinary question, we
are typically met with answers such as:

"Good."

"Fine."

"Bad."

"I didn't do anything today."
"I don't know."

The conversation about school quickly
dissipates. We may ask follow-up ques-
tions, but answers continue to be one
worded. Eventually we give up, realiz-
ing we're not going to get much out of

“.“L

our kids about how their day went.
We're left guessing based on our chil-
dren's demeanors, without any details.

While it is polite and socially expected
to ask "How was your day?" or "How
are you?," these questions are open-
ended, mundane, and tempting to an-
swer in just one word. Think about
when someone asks you how your day
was. Without detail in the question it-
self, even adults tend to answer:

"Crazy."
"Nice."

IIBusy!II

that
cannot be answered with a yes

Try asking questions

or no, or that contain detail
within the actual question.

The question, "How was your day?" is a
friendly, small talk, conversation start-

er, but big details are not likely to come

out of it.

As parents, we strive to have that con-
versation with our children about their
day. We want them to communicate

with us, and we hope to give them our

— —

feedback. When our children share de-
tails about their day with us, it is bene-
ficial for them as well, as they have
someone to listen to them, support
them, and bounce ideas off of. It also
fosters open communication, some-
thing very important for the healthy
parent-child relationship.

In an effort to open the communication
about your child's school day with him/
her, try asking questions that cannot be
answered with a yes or no, or that con-
tain detail within the actual question.
Here are some examples of alternative
guestions to ask your children after
school:

Which friends did you play with
outside today?

What was the silliest thing that
happened today?

What was the most challenging
part of your day?

What did you do with your
friend, [insert name], today?

Which rule was the easiest/most
difficult to follow today?

| hope that you will have many enlight-
ening conversations with your children
after school.

Wishing you a wonderful Shabbat!

What would you like your parents to ask you at the end

of the school day?

"What was something fun you did today?" Zelig, 6th

"I think it is good for questions to be engaging, so | would
want them to ask me what my favorite and least favorite

parts of the day were." BZ, 6th

"If they see my face looks sad or down, | would want

them to ask me what was bothering me today. If My face
looked happy, | would want them to ask me what was

great about my day." Esther, 7th

"I like that my mom always asks me 'What did you do for
someone else today and what did someone else do for

you today?'" Aliza R, 7th

"What was something unique about your day?" Kfir, 6th




From Your PTA Co-Presidents,
U r b Lauren Schieifer and Michelle Rakovsky
Last week was the first SATURDAY NIGHT LEARNING and it was awesome!!! Ner Tamid was filled with happy children and their

“buddies” learning Torah-it was incredible to see and be a part of! Thank you to The Brandriss family for sponsoring this past
week's SNL in honor of Noam's siyum. We were so happy to be able to celebrate this amazing accomplishment with you!

This Motzei Shabbat we will also have SNL and it promises to be just as amazing! There will, again, be pizza and prizes for the
students! So, students remember to bring a buddy and something to learn this week!

Thank you to the Goldstein family for being a sponsor this week for a Refuah for Gabby's father and grandfather; We wish
them both an easy and speedy recovery! Also, thank you to the Gertz family for also being a sponsor for this week's SNL!

The PTA sponsored lunch for the teachers in honor of Parent-Teacher Conferences. Teachers, we cannot thank you enough for

the time and effort you put in for our

children!!! Date Start Time Date Start Time
November 16" 6:20pm January 18" 6:35pm
If you would like to sponsor a Day of d h
) November 23" 6:20pm January 25 6:45pm
Learning, Rosh Chodesh treats, or a Sat- X P v P
tl t
urday Night Learning please let us know. December 7 6:15pm February 1° 6:50pm
As always you can reach us December 14™ 6:15pm February 8" 7:00pm
at ocapta@ohrchadashbaltimore.org.
bta@ & December 21* 6:15pm February 22™ 7:15pm
Have a wonderful Shabbat, January 4™ 6:25pm February 29" 7:25pm
January 11™ 6:30pm

Lauren and Michelle

MEET THE NEW ASSISTANT ECC DIRECTOR

| Who is Morah Tzippy Levin?
I

Morah Tzippy Levin is our new ECC Assistant Director.

Tzippy, a New York native (as her accent can attest), has been calling
Baltimore home for the last 17 years since she settled here with her
husband, Yechiel, and their three children; Yoni, Baily, and Sruli.

You may know Morah Tzippy from her early days at the JCC preschool,
Talmudical Academy, summers in Camp Bais Yaakov, or just from
bumping into her on her walks around the Quarry.

Morah Tzippy joins the ECC admin team after 16 years of teaching in the
community. She has a degree from Towson University in Early Childhood Education and Psychology. With
her passion for early childhood education and her overall excitement for life, we are thrilled to have her as
part of our team.
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Torah for the Shabbat Table N9 nWH9

In this week’s Parsha we learn how 1'ax
DNNAN did the nixn of NoO1dN D'NIIX in a very
great manner. He would even invite people to
his tent who served Nt nTIAy(idols)! When
they were done eating and the guests would
want to thank ,0NNax 11'ax he would tell them
to thank Hashem, from whom the food really
came from.

The wnTn says that if a guest did not want
to praise Hashem, DnN1ax 11'axX would give
them a big bill, charging them a lot of money
for the meal that he gave them. DNNaX 12'aX
explained, “It is hard to get food in the desert,
so it is really expensive”. When the guest
would see that he had no choice he would fi-
nally agree to praise Hashem.

Question - ‘DNNAN 11'2Ks point was that the
guests should praise Hashem, but if the guest
was forced into praising Hashem then that’s
not really praising Hashem, the guest didn’t
even mean what he said!

—

Answer - Every person, even a non-Jew, has
a Mitzva to believe in Hashem. They are also
capable of understanding and praising Ha-
shem. DNNAX 12'aN therefore did all he could
to explain to everyone about the one Hashem.
Sometimes, however, a person was Sso in-
volved in his own life, his own ego, that he
wasn’t interested in hearing about Hashem. So
when DNNAX 11'aX would meet such a person
he would “shake him up” and shock him by
telling him the big price that he would have to
pay. Once he was shaken up, he forgot about
himself and was now ready to agree to praise
Hashem.

Lesson - Every person is ready to believe in
Hashem. We must therefore never be shy to
tell people about Hashem. When the neighbor
asks us how we are doing we should answer
“Fine, Thank G-D!”, or when the mailman asks
us how our day was, we are proud to say
“Thank G-D great!” and if we say it with our
full heart, they, in turn, will praise Hashem
too! Chinuch.org

Questions for the Shabbat Table

N9 Hv9e

Why did ‘ ncome to visit 2772R? To do the m¥»
of 0°%y7 772 - visiting the sick after ‘0;77a8s 77% 072

2. Who did ‘ n send to o702k because he

wanted guests so badly? What were their jobs?
Three 2°ox%» dressed as people 1. To heal 27728 and
save 117 2. To destroy .3 0170 To tell 57728 and 77w
that they would have a son in one year

3. What did 77w do when the TX%7 said she

would have a baby, and why? She laughed be-
cause she thought she was too old to have a baby.

4. Why did ‘ ndestroy ?0170 They were .2°v27
They mistreated guests and stole ...

5. What did 11 do when he saw the o°ox%n?
Invited them in and prepared food for them 10157

207N

o

What happened to 'n17s wife, and why? She
turned into 775» salt when she looked back.

7. How old were o77aRk and 77w when pnx® was

born? 27738 was 100. 772 was 90.

8. Why did wantell o712K to send away? PRvnaw»

So ¥ wouldn’t learn from his bad ways.

9. What did ‘ n tell a772aR to do with his son

Pr¥’? On which mountain? To put him on a mam
as a j297to — 0T 97 1 where the 2777 0°2 would

later be built.

10. Who was the first person to daven nnw?
773N




WBWMI‘&...

Shayna Diamond 1st 11/16
Aaron Mehrzadi K 11/16
Noam Brandriss 8th 11/17
Efraim Margolese  4th 11/18
Gabriella  Dinovitz ECC-4 11/23
Uriel Adler 7th 11/24
Yuval Avneri 5th 11/24
Esther Dubosky 7th 11/26
Moshe Goldberg 2nd 11/27
Hadasa Schoenfeld 2nd 11/30
Judah Abramson K 12/03

Ayden Abramson  ECC-3 12/03
Zevi Goldsmith  6th 12/05
























